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 The girls varsity basketball team 
saw one of its biggest crowds of the season 
at their Feb. 5 game against Wooster. But 
the crowd didn’t flock into the gym merely 
to see Harvey top the Generals 64-34. 
They were there to witness history.

 Senior point guard Julia Mallon 
came into the game 22 tallies shy of 1,000 
career points, which if accomplished, 
would make her only the fifth 1,000 point 
scorer in Cavalier history and the very first 
female. 

 Mallon started the game with a 
layup, opening the scoring between the 
two sides. With her aggressive play from 
tipoff, it was then that head coach Chris-
tina Binns knew she would reach the 1,000 
points at home that day. 

 “I knew that with 22 points to go, 
she was definitely going to get it done,” 
said coach Binns, who has been Mallon’s 
basketball coach for two years and her 
lacrosse coach for four. 

 Mallon kept up her aggressive-
ness for all four quarters, using her pure 
athleticism to stay in the game a full 40 
minutes, an impressive feat for a basket-
ball player at any level. Despite the lack of 
rest, Mallon played tough defense and ran 
the court on fast breaks, playing a great 
all-around game instead of purely focusing 

on her point total. 

 The one part of Mallon’s 
game that was weak that day was her 
free-throw shooting, which normally 
is solid for the sharpshooter. Coach 
Binns credited the misses to nervous-
ness. She said, “Julia never misses any 
free throws. You could see the pressure 
building.”

 So when Mallon was just one 
point away from 1,000, she serendipi-
tously found herself back at the charity 
stripe for a chance to make history. 

 Mallon told The Pulse: “My 
knees were shaking, really shaking. 
Honestly, my mind was pretty empty. 
Everyone knew that was the shot, the 
one point left. I saw all the phones film-
ing, the whole boys (basketball) team 
came over, and the whole crowd was 
standing. I basically told myself ‘Lets get 
this done.’”

 And she sunk it. With a little over 
three minutes on the game clock, Mallon 
officially became Harvey’s first Ms. 1k. 

 Even before the ball hit the nylon 
net, the crowd knew the shot was in. The 
crowd had given Mallon silence at the line, 
but the quiet was broken by Julia’s father 
and assistant coach Shawn Mallon giving a 

loud, echoing, “There it is!”

 Once the free throw finally 
landed in the back of the net, Mallon’s 
teammates stormed her on the court. An 
official timeout was called so pictures 
could be taken and congratulations could 
be given. Even girls from the Wooster side 
shook Mallon’s hand. 

 According to coach Binns, before 
the game, “[Mallon] told herself she 
wasn’t going to cry.” 

Mallon Becomes Harvey’s  
First Ms. 1K 

By Ben Kabakow

Julia Mallon drives in for a layup against 
Wooster. The basket was two out of the 22 
points she needed to join the Harvey 1,000 

point club. Photo courtesy of Gabe Palacio. 

RoboCavs Roll to Victory
By Julia Mallon 

 On Saturday, Feb. 17, while the 
rest of the Harvey community was sound 
asleep, the robotics team reported to Har-
vey at 5 a.m. sharp. Many successful tour-
nament rounds allowed for three RoboCavs 
teams to qualify for the state tournament 
on March 3. The program is led by Harvey 
teachers Chris Kelly and John Wahlers. 

 The teams that qualified for states 
were the A, B, and E teams. Team A’s 
members are all seniors: Justin Tebbutt, 
Chris Brennan, Courtney Alexander, and 
Noah Bailey. Team A won a Tournament 
Champions Award. 

 Team B consists of Michael 
Martirano, Grant Doherty, and Lucas Co-
hen. Team B won a Tournament Finalists 
Award. Finally, Team E consists of Robert 
Gross and Samson Gelfand. Team E also 
won a Tournament Champions Award. 

 This year’s team captain, Tebbutt, 
is the driver of the A RoboCavs team. Teb-
butt originally joined the team three years 
ago in hopes of developing friendships 
with students of similar interests. Tebbutt 
told The Pulse, “I really enjoy being cre-
ative, and I have definitely made another 
family in the robotics lab.”

 Tebbutt’s dedication to the team 
is what landed him the team captain title. 
Tebbutt continued, “In preparation for a 
competition, I am here every school night 
until about 8 p.m. and will stay as late as 
12 a.m. on Fridays. I am really going to 
miss all my teammates and the inside jokes 
we made, along with the memories we 
made every night.” 

 Although Tebbutt is one of the 
most experienced members 
on the team, he still faces 
challenges like every other 
member. Tebbutt told The 
Pulse, “My hardest chal-
lenges are staying focused, 
making sure I am a good 
leader, and managing my 
sleep.” However, Tebbutt’s 
obstacles are diverse com-
pared to first-year member 
Alexander.

 Alexander is the 
artist and journalist for 
Tebbut’s team. She joined 
the robotics team when her 
friends reached out in need 
of a new artistic member. 
She is a particularly talented 

artist and knew she would become an 
important asset to the team. 

 Alexander’s work is strictly 
graded by the judges. Alexander told 
The Pulse, “My biggest challenge is the 
constant changing of the robots. I have to 
document all of the team’s design chang-
es.” Alexander continued, “The judges look 

The Robocavs in action at a tournament hosted  
by Harvey on Saturday, Feb. 17.

Photo Courtesy Julia Mallon

Mallon Becomes...: cont. on back cover.

RoboCavs Roll to Victory: cont. on page 3
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 In June 1971, President Richard Nixon declared an all-out war on drugs. Ever since that moment, the United States has 
been involved in a multibillion dollar boondoggle known as the War on Drugs, which has led to mass incarceration of Americans, 
political corruption, government destabilization, violence all over the world, and massive amounts of worldwide human rights 
violations. Quite simply, the American approach to the war on drugs has been an utter failure.

 Basic economics say that you cannot decrease the supply of a product before you decrease the demand. As long as 
Americans want drugs, people will find ways to supply it, and people will buy drugs despite high prices.

 This demand allows for traffickers to recruit more operatives, increase production, and smuggle in more product. 

 This is what is known as the balloon effect. When the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) or law enforcement 
destroys a supply line, another route will be found because demand hasn’t diminished.

 A good example of this is crystal methamphetamine. The United States government attempted to stop production by 
regulating chemicals used in its production such as P2P. 

 This did halt production of crystal methamphetamine in bigger operation plants, but it led to smaller-scale operations, 
which used more dangerous chemicals that were not regulated.

 In response, many states, in an effort to stop these operations, tried to ban even more chemicals and smaller labs in rural 
communities. This essentially wiped out many smaller crystal methamphetamine operations. 

 Despite these actions, the demand for methamphetamine remained the same, so another force stepped in. 

 Mexican drug cartels who had been smuggling other drugs, like marijuana, started to supply Americans with what they 
demanded. They already had established supply routes and made millions to billions of dollars in smuggling. 

 This also made it more profitable to smuggle a smaller amount of stronger methamphetamine in a smaller amount of 
space, which led to an increase in overdoses.

 In Mexico (the front line of the drug war), it is estimated that over 164,000 people have been killed in the drug war 
between 2007 and 2014. That is more than those in the war zones of Iraq and Afghanistan combined.

 According to the Mic Network, backed up by a RAND Corporation study, the DEA has less than a 1 percent efficiency 
rate, despite the annual budget for drug prohibition in the United States being nearly $33 billion USD.

 The War on Drugs also creates deep-rooted problems at home. According to the Independent Institute, drug prohibition 
has caused domestic homicide rates to rise by nearly 25 to 75 percent.

 The United States encompasses about 5 percent of the world’s population, but we have 25 percent of the world’s prison 
population. This means that the American prison population exceeds that of Russia under communism, South Africa under apart-
heid, China, or the combined prison populations of United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, and Spain.

 Many of these incarcerations are for low-level, non-violent drug offenders in jail due to blatantly harsh punishments and 
mandatory minimums.

 According to the Brookings Institute, by 1991, African-American prisoners made up over 41 percent of those incarcer-
ated for drug related offenses. African-American are also 3.6 times more likely to be arrested for selling drugs and 2.5 times more 
likely to be arrested for carrying, due to harsh legislation which seems to target minorities. According to the same study, white 

citizens are 45 times more likely to sell drugs.

 This all may be very depressing, but what if I told you there was a way to fix this? Well, let 
me introduce you to a concept called “harm reduction.”

 As was mentioned before, you cannot limit the supply of something before you decrease 
the demand first. So, we have to fight the demand on the homefront.

 During the 1980s, Switzerland had a major health and drug crisis (mostly having to do 
with diamorphine, also known as heroin). Crime, drug, violence, and HIV rates were through 
the roof, and it was clear that fighting the supply wasn’t working. So, Switzerland introduced 
harm reduction.

 Harm reduction policy entails building state medical care clinics where addicts could be 
admitted. They would have access to high quality and safe amounts of narcotics under medi-
cal supervision and would be gradually weaned off.

 Along with a stable environment, they would get free access to social workers who would 
get citizens employment and a safe living environment.

 After implementing these policies, Switzerland saw a sharp drop in drug-related crime and 
narcotic use.

 Two-thirds of those in the programs were stabilized and returned to normal jobs and lives. 
Now, over 70 percent of Swiss heroin addicts receive treatment, while HIV rates have seen a 
steady decline. Drug overdose rates were also sliced in half.

 After Switzerland’s program, nations and cities all over the world adopted similar policy with positive effects. Within 
the United Nations and the United Nations Office of Drug and Crime, the question isn’t “Should we implement harm reduction?” 
it’s “How do we get these policies into areas where they’re not available?”

 Not to even mention that harm reduction simply costs less than hard-line policy. It costs millions to imprison someone 
decades for smaller crimes. In harm reduction, you are treating and stabilizing people for a shorter amount of time and for less 
money.

 The last 40 years of hardline drug and military policy simply hasn’t worked and has led to mass crime, human rights 
violations, and overall death. So, it is time that America fixes its drug policy and adopt new programs that help instead of hurt.

          Sincerely, 
          Daniel Patrick Galgano

Winter 2017-18 
Pulse Staff

Forty Years of Failure
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for notebooks to be bound and organized. They also need 
clear drawings of the evolution of the robots.”

 Aside from the judging of the journals, the robot-
ics teams must win their matches if they wish to qualify for 
further rounds. It is important for the RoboCavs to strat-
egize due to the fact there are so many ways to earn points. 

 Senior and three year member, Noah Bailey, 
explained the object of the game and point system to The 
Pulse. “The object of the game is to get the most points. 
Teams earn points by stacking the small yellow cones on 
their larger team colored cones. Each yellow cone stacked is 
a two-point bonus. After stacking yellow cones, the robots 
must bring their colored cones back to their corner.”

 Bailey continued, “Based on how far the robot 
places the cone into the corner, the team can earn five, 10, 
or 20 points. There are also chances to earn points based on 
where the robot is parked at the end, but you could also lose 
points if your robot is touching the cones after time is up.”

 The RoboCavs as a whole believe their toughest 
competitor this year is Wantagh, a school from Long Island.

 Robotics teacher Mr. Wahlers told The Pulse, 
“These students are in the lab during lunch, frees and  after 
school. Every robot has 500 plus hours of work going into 
it.”

 Mr. Wahlers continued, “It is wonderful to watch 
my students learn how to be successful in these competi-
tions on their own. You need a lot of skill because the 
program is competitive but also friendly.” 

 The Harvey School as a whole has been very sup-
portive of the robotics program and is looking to continue 
to pursue robotics in the future. “Harvey has given money, 
multiple robotics courses, time, teacher understanding, vol-
unteers, and we couldn’t ask for more,” Mr. Wahlers said. 

 The members of the RoboCavs teams have an 
incredible work ethic along with creativity and dedication. 
As the members continue to grow individually, so does the 
robotics program. Teams are being led to more success in 
the future of this year and many more years to come. 
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Turpin’s Torture Chamber 
By Matthew Mutkoski

 On Thursday, 
Jan. 18, the Turpin par-
ents pleaded not guilty to 
the charges against them 
for imprisoning their 13 
children. According to 
Leigh Boobyer of ex-
press.com, “David Allen 
Turpin, 57, and Louise 
Anna Turpin, 49, have 
been charged with nine 
counts of torture and 10 
counts of child endanger-
ment.” The family lived 
in California, but accord-
ing to CNN, the abuse 
began when the family 
lived in Texas.

 The children were between the ages of 
two and 29. According to Boobyer, “Turpin and 
his wife each face 94 years to life in prison if 
convicted.”

 Police were notified Sunday, Jan. 14, 
by the Turpin’s 17-year-old daughter, who was 
able to escape through a window and call police, 
according to BBC News. The siblings had appar-
ently been planning the escape for two years. The 
girl also had photographs to back up her story. 

 According to Alexia Fernandez of 
People.com, “Prior to leaving the house, the 
teen – who has been described as looking like a 
10-year-old – had found a deactivated cell-phone 
and used it to take photos of her and her 12 
siblings’ living conditions.” According to BBC, 
another sibling accompanied the 17-year-old 
daughter in the escape but returned to the house in 
fear. When police entered the house, they found 
one of the children still chained to the bed.

 The children went to bed at 5 a.m. and 
were awake for the night hours. According to 
BBC, “Prosecutors have painted a disturbing 

picture of a couple who 
‘punished’ their children 
over a period of years by 
tying them to their beds 
for weeks or months, 
first with ropes and later 
- after one escaped - with 
chains and padlocks.” The 
children were also fed 
one meal a day, while the 
parents taunted them with 
the food they bought for 
themselves. BBC stated, 
“The children were fed 
on a schedule but only the 
2-year-old appeared to get 
enough food, the prosecu-
tor said, adding that he 
was not charging torture 

in the case of the toddler.”

 David Turpin was able to hold a well-
paying job as an engineer at an aeronautics and 
defense technology company, Northrop Grum-
man, for years while secretly imprisoning 13 
children.

 David Turpin’s parents, James and Betty 
Turpin, told ABC News they were “surprised 
and shocked” at the allegations made against the 
couple, describing them as “the sweetest family.” 
They even referred to David and Louise when 
they said “God called on them” to have as many 
children as they did.

 David Turpin’s parents also said the 
children were given “very strict” homeschooling, 
and they had to memorize long passages of the 
Bible. Some of the children were aiming to learn 
it in its entirety, they said. Despite this, the school 
listed at their address is on public records as “non-
religious.”

 According to CNN, “A judge set bail at 
$12 million for each defendant.”

 Every year, flu season typi-
cally begins around February, but this 
year’s outbreak is already one of the 
worst on record. A total of 30 children 
have already died from the flu as of 
Jan. 13. The flu develops in perfectly 
healthy young adults, children, and 
tens of thousands of people over age 
65. 

 How does flu kill, and why 
does it sometimes kill so quickly? 
NBC News stated, “Doctors who study 
the body’s immune response say there 
are three main reasons: co-infection 
with another germ, usually bacteria 
such as strep; aggravation of existing 
conditions such as heart disease and 
asthma, and a so-called cytokine storm, 
marked by an overwhelming immune 
system response to infection.” Every-
one has different immune systems, and 
people who are in perfect health still 
can be affected by the flu.

 According to ABC News, 
“This outbreak is the worst since 2009, 
when the swine epidemic hit.” 

 The Pulse interviewed Har-
vey School nurse, Ms. Kerby Lewis, 
who has been dealing with flu cases 
on a regular basis this winter. Ac-
cording to Ms. Lewis, “The particular 
strand that is prevalent this year lends 
itself to more serious cases of the 
flu. This year’s vaccine is about 30 

percent effective (which is better than 
0 percent!), and though it may not fully 
protect you from contracting the flu, 
it can lessen the symptoms if you do 
come down with it.”

 Ms. Lewis stated that the 
most common flu symptoms she’s seen 
this year are high fever and headaches. 
“When students are not feeling well, 
they are sent to the infirmary. I assess 
them and either help them get back to 
class or send them home if they appear 
contagious,” she stated. Ms. Lewis sent 

an email on Jan. 23 to all of the Harvey 
families and faculty with tips on how 
to stay healthy, and it included a help-
ful symptom chart. 

 To avoid getting the flu, Ms. 
Lewis said it is very important to wash 
your hands regularly, get the flu shot, 
and drink enough water. She also tells 
parents that if their child is not feeling 
well, do not send them to school, as 
they could potentially spread it to oth-
ers. 

 Ms. Lewis explained that, 
the reason why young children and 
the elderly are most at risk for flu is 
because their immunity is still develop-
ing (young children) or on the decline 
(elderly). It’s very important for these 
groups in particular to get their flu 
shot, and they should stay away from 
anyone who has been sick with the 
flu.”

 In The New York Times 
article “Flu Season Alarms as Aches 
and Misery Spread,” published Feb. 3, 
there is clear evidence that the infec-
tion rates are rising, and doctors even 
say it may get worse. 

 In addition, the flu has 
already caused so much financial debt. 
USA Today stated Feb. 2, “The worst 
flu season in a decade will cost U.S. 
employers more than $15-billion as 
workers call in sick.” This nastier than 
usual outbreak is not only creating 
health problems for many Americans, 
but it is also burdening hospitals, nurs-
ing homes, and schools. 

 The only thing we can do 
to avoid the flu is to have good hand 
hygiene and be cautious of germs. Ms. 
Zeffer’s Deadly Outbreaks Class is 
starting a Flu Prevention Campaign, 
so keep an eye out for their posters on 
campus! 

The Frantic Flu Epidemic
By Morgan Chapman 

City officials encourage people to get vaccinated in a worsening flu season.
Photo courtesy of The New York Times.
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Turpin couple renewing their vows.  
Photo courtesy of http://www.independent.co.uk/us.



Olympics Overview 
By Sean Puente 

 The Winter Olympic Games 
only last 17 days, and this year they 
took place in PyeongChang County, 
South Korea. The Winter Olympics 
started Feb. 9 and ended Feb. 25. It 
was broadcast on NBC. Some of the 
sports that were played were figure 
skating, alpine skating, bobsleigh, bi-
athlon, ice hockey, snowboarding, and 
curling. 

 One of the recent events 
is the return of snowboarder Shaun 
White, who was previously accused 
of harassment. He won his third gold 
medal for an impressive attempt on 
men’s half pipe. His incredible feat 
managed to overshadow his allega-
tions, however. Furthermore, this is 
actually a historical event because, 
according to deadline.com, it deliv-
ered what NBC is calling the “most 
dominant Winter Games Tuesday night 
ever.” NBC and NBCSN earned an 
average of 22.3 million viewers, more 
than double the combined 10.6 million 
prime-time viewers for ABC, CBS, and 
Fox.

 North Korea sent more than 
200 cheerleaders. There was a huge 
delegation of North Korean athletes, 

which was extremely unexpected. 
However, including the cheerleaders, 
they came with a 140-member orches-
tra. Along with them, Kim Jung Un’s 
sister was there to spectate and even 
shook hands with the leader of South 
Korea. 

 Before the beginning of the 
Olympics, there was a ban of 47 Rus-
sian athletes. According to bbc.com, 
Russia’s ban was handed down after 
a investigation into “state-sponsored 
doping” during the 2014 Winter Olym-
pics. Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
Vitaly Mutko said the decision was 
“understandable but disappointing.”  
However, there were 169 Russian 
athletes that played as independents. 

 During the figure skating, 
Mirai Nagasu was the first American 
woman and third overall to land a Tri-
ple Axel at the Winter Olympic Games. 
Mirai Nagasu received a personal-best 
score of 137.53 for figure skating. 

 A 16 year-old snowboarder 
suffered a major crash during the 
snowboarding event. Yuto Totsuka, a 
rising star athlete, needed to be lifted 
off with a stretcher due to high winds. 

Commentators called 
it one of the worst ac-
cidents seen in South 
Korea. He managed 
to fall 22 feet down 
the ramp to the flat 
surface when he lost 
control midflight. 
Luckily, Yuto Totsuka 
managed to escape a 
serious injury. How-
ever, his injury caused 
an uproar and concern 
and criticism about 
the dangerous condi-
tions the athletes were 
being put through. 
According to USA 
Today, “Japan’s press 
officer says Yuto Tot-
suka has ‘no big injury’ 
but pain in his hip and 
was transported to the hospital.” 

 Another unexpected, shock-
ing moment occurred when snow-
boarder Markus Schairer broke his 
neck from losing control. Schairer was 
looking to be placed in the semifinals 
for snowboarding until the accident. 
It seemed that he had come off as fine 
and even congratulated his com-

petitors. He actually broke the fifth 
cervical vertebra in his neck. Schairer 
returned to Austria to receive further 
treatment. Just like the accident with 
Yuto Totsuka, organizers came under 
fire with competitors claiming the track 
was too dangerous. 

 The next Olympics, the Sum-
mer Olympics, will take place in Tokyo 
Japan in 2020.

Pyeong Chang 2018 Olympic Logo.  
Photo courtesy of Google Image.

 After Hurricane Maria tore 
through Puerto Rico with a consum-
ing rage, millions of citizens were left 
without food or resources. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) was forced to respond by con-
tracting private corporations to supply 
food. 

 One of these companies was 
an Atlanta-based contractor called Trib-
ute Contracting, LLC. This corporation 
is run by one woman, Tiffany Brown, 
who was given $156 million from 
FEMA to supply 30 million meals. 
Unfortunately, only 50,000 were deliv-
ered (just a bit more than 1 percent of 1 
percent).

 According to a stunning 
report by The New York Times, Brown 
had subcontracted the project to two 
small organizations, one of which was 
a wedding caterer with an 11person 
staff. By the time 18.5 million meals 
were due, only 50,000 were delivered. 
FEMA inspectors also found that the 
meals were not self-heating, despite 
FEMA’s asking for them to be so. After 
this, FEMA immediately terminated 
the contract.

 While you may be quick to 
simply blame Tiffany Brown for taking 
on more than she could chew, there is a 
larger issue here. Ms. Brown makes her 
living by being contracted by govern-
ment agencies to produce products and 
supplies.

 According to The Washington 
Post, Brown had at least five previous-
ly canceled contracts with government 
agencies, and memos were released in 
an attempt to stop government agencies 
to acquire her services. Unfortunately, 

FEMA was not privy to this memo.

 One of these contracts was 
with the Government Publishing Of-
fice. According to their Semiannual 
Report to Congress, the Inspector 
General concluded that the Georgia 
based company (Tribute Contracting) 
“…altered and submitted a false ship-
ping document and subcontracted the 
predominant production function on 
two contracts without proper authoriza-
tion.”

 This proves that Tribute had 
a history of defying its government 
contracts, yet the corporation was still 
tapped to supply these meals. Many 
say that FEMA has quite simply failed 
the citizens of Puerto Rico.

 According to Columbia 
Broadcasting System (CBS) News, 

Ms. Brown is seeking $70 million from 
FEMA, but agency officials refused to 
comment. 

 According to The New York 
Times, many Democratic members 
of the House Government Oversight 
Committee want to see subpoenas 
issued to gather documentation of the 
agreement. Many legislators feel that 
the agency has a habit of lining up 
contractors which fail to meet their 
agreements or standards.

 For many, this is a flashback 
to Hurricane Katrina, where, under 
a bipartisan investigation, Congress 
found that FEMA resources had 
been wasted and there was evidence 
of fraud. These two FEMA-related 
incidents led to multimillion-dollar 
boondoggle agreements in crisis.

 According to The Associated 
Press, in November, FEMA gave $30 
million to a corporation which was 
supposed to produce emergency sheet-
ing and plastic which were also never 
delivered.

 With Hurricane Maria drown-
ing ports, smashing farms, and empty-
ing supermarkets, Puerto Rican citizens 
badly need FEMA and an administra-
tion report. According to Newsweek, 
the administration intends to cut back 
food, water, and flooding aid to Puerto 
Rico, which will just add to the strain 
on the island.

 Puerto Rican and other 
government officials have condemned 
these plans to cut aid to Puerto Rico, 
as the island still needs assistance from 
Washington. NGOs and nonprofits, 
such as World Central Kitchen, can 
only supply so much aid.

 These events have led many 
to wonder whether new administration 
officials, such as FEMA administrator 
William Brock Long, are competent. It 
is doubtful that action against these of-
ficials will be taken, but many question 
their ability.

 This event has also led many 
to question whether government agen-
cies are communicating effectively (as 
seen through FEMA’s not seeing the 
GPO’s memo). 

 It is the federal government’s 
duty to supply aid to drowning parts 
of the country, and it seems as though 
FEMA and the federal government 
have failed the people of Puerto Rico.

FEMA Fiasco
By Daniel Patrick Galgano

Photograph of Federal Emergency Management Agency resources being distributed in 
the Santurce District. Photo courtesy of Business Insider (United Kingdom Division).
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Artistic Accomplishments
By Morgan Chapman 

 Through the 
Scholastic Awards, teens in 
grades 7-12 from public, 
private, or home schools 
can apply in 29 categories 
of art and writing for a 
chance to have their work 
exhibited and published. 
Year after year, the pro-
gram grows with increased 
participation from students.

 This winter, seven 
Harvey students earned 
recognition at the Scholas-
tic Awards. Three students 
were recognized for the 
Writing Awards, and four 
were recognized for the 
Art Awards. The seven 
recipients in total include: 
Katie Ketner, Brooke Dod-
deridge, Annabelle Kavou-
nas, Sara Hoffman, and 
Victoria Gerry from the 
Upper School, and Teddy 
Abt and Wendy Lichtenberg from 
the Middle School. 

 Brooke Dodderidge 
received Honorable Mention for 
her painting “Reflections.” Sara 
Hoffman earned a Gold Key 
on her drawing and illustration 
“Shattered Luck.” She also re-
ceived honorable mention for her 
painting “Little Girl Wishing.” 
Annabelle Kavounas earned two 
Gold Keys for her two digital art 
pieces “Pollution Personified” and 
“Cheating (Gambling).”

 As for the writing 
awards, Upper School sophomore 
Victoria Gerry earned a Silver 
Key for her flash fiction submis-
sion titled “Whispers.” Middle 
School eighth-graders Teddy Abt 
and Wendy Lichtenberg were 
also recognized in this year’s 
competition. Teddy was awarded 
a Gold Key for his critical essay 
“Is Genetic Engineering Ethical?” 
and Wendy earned a Silver Key 
for her critical essay “Preserving 
the Internet.” 

 In addition to the stu-
dents who won the Scholastic Art 
and Writing Awards, five Harvey 
seniors had their work displayed 
at the Young Artists Exhibit at the 
Katonah Museum of Art. Jordan 
Carnan-Raimey, Lia Barning, 
Victor Mazzaro, Omar Coca, and 
Isabella Iannone had their work 

displayed at the museum. This 
annual exhibition of high school 
seniors’ artwork from member 
schools, now in its 35th year, 
gives aspiring artists an opportu-
nity to participate in all aspects of 
a museum exhibition. 

 With guidance from 
professionals, the young artists 
organize, publicize, curate, and 
mount their own exhibition. More 
than 400 artworks from 40 local 
high schools across Westchester, 
Putnam, Rockland, Dutchess, 
and Fairfield were on view. The 
Young Artists Exhibition 2018 
was displayed from Jan. 21 to 
Feb. 11. 

 The Pulse interviewed 
Chair of the Visual Arts Depart-
ment Richard Price, who stated, 
“The whole purpose of the Scho-
lastic Art and Writing Awards is 
to give a national opportunity for 
teenagers to get their work out 
there and to compete with other 
students.”

 Mr. Price added, “The 
quality of the work and who gets 
awards changes throughout each 
region. I’ve seen some of the best 
paintings by teenagers not get an 
award, but at the same time, in 
this region, it is a little different. 
We live in a synthetic region that 
lets us get our work in, and then 
once we get to nationals, it gets 
much more competitive.” 

 Our school has been 
involved with the Young Artists 
Exhibit for years. Mr. Price said, 
“The museum also offers two 
things prior to the exhibit: any 
senior can come in for a whole 
day, and over the course of that 
day, learn a little bit about graphic 
design and also make a cover for 
the show, which will ultimately 
be voted on. The next one to two 
days before the show, there are 
professional art hangers, and they 
invite all of the schools to send 
two people per day to show how 
to hang artwork.”

 There are nearly 50 
students in total who attend the 
workshops before the exhibit 
opens. It is a great opportunity for 
them to work in groups and get 
advice from art professionals.

“Mirror” by Sara Hoffman.

 On Feb. 5, performer 
and motivational speaker John 
Morello came to The Harvey 
School to deliver his one-man 
show, “Dirt.” The presenta-
tion explores the hardships 
students face in their everyday 
lives. 

 Morello plays the 
roles of a young girl who gets 
bullied at school, a young boy 
who has issues with substance 
abuse, a young boy who 
believes smoking marijuana is 
harmless, and an old man who 
reflects on his life.

 Throughout the 
show, students were filled 
with different emotions. 
Morello incorporated humor 
at the beginning of the per-
formance, but it turned more 
serious when he transformed 
into the characters facing dif-
ferent issues. 

 “Dirt” was unique 
from other presentations about 
substance abuse. Unlike most pre-
sentations about drugs, Morello did 
not simply say students should not do 
drugs. However, he was able to incor-
porate this idea.

 At the end, Morello talked 
about his youth and how he eventually 
served as a caretaker to his addicted 
brother. Morello later explained that 
he lost his brother due to a heroin 
overdose. 

 Morello also talked about 
what inspired him to create “Dirt.” Ad-
ditionally, students had the opportunity 
to ask him questions about his produc-
tion.

 In addition, Morello cre-
ated “Dirt: The Graphic Novel.” The 
graphic novel is a direct adaptation of 
his performance, drawn by Michael 
McMenemy and colored by Joshua 
Jenson.

 In The New York Times 
article “Making Light of Drug Abuse, 
to Make a Point” by Gerri Hirshey, 
Morello said, “I don’t preach, teach 
or lecture. It’s a show.” He added that 
he created his production from his 
monologues and stand-up comedy he 
has written over the years. 

 In 2016, Morello published 
“Buckshot Words” illustrated by Kira 
Beaudoin. The book includes poems, 
stories, and essays from his experi-
ences with topics such as family addic-
tion, bullying, depression, personal 
loss, and fatherhood.

 Morello also said that he did 
not intend to be getting up for 7:30 
a.m. performances. He never saw him-
self as a motivational speaker, either.

 Following his performance, 
Morello tweeted, “If you ever need 
a little cheering up or inspiration 
visit the students and staff of the @
theharveyschool in Katonah NY. Truly 
wonderful students with big hearts, 
keen minds, and bravery in the face 
of a challenging world. Really loved 
today’s show and my time there.”

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Pulse also had the oppor-
tunity to talk with Ben Kabakow, the 
student council president. Kabakow 
said, “Coy (Treat) and I collectively 
thought the school could use someone 
who could potentially reach them.”

 Kabakow added that Morello 
previously came to Harvey when he 
was a freshman. He forgot about Mo-
rello, but Coy Treat, student council 
vice president, remembered Morello 
well and thought that he should come 
back.

 Additionally, Kabakow 
explained, “He’s a very funny, very 
talented actor that really connects 
with high school student bodies. He 
understands the mind of a teenage 
addict, and I thought that with humor, 
more people would be interested than 
if myself or a faculty member stood up 
and lectured.”

 The Pulse was also able to 
talk with a couple of spectators of 
“Dirt.” Freshman Blake Bronson said, 
“I liked how he switched from dif-
ferent characters so quickly. He was 
creative and related to everyone with 
all the different aspects of each charac-
ter.”

 Bronson added, “What stood 
out for me had to be the issues he 
faced in the show and as a teenager; 
he was telling us not to follow the path 
that he followed.”

 Senior Andrew DeRose also 
commented on Morello’s transitions 
between the characters that he played. 
DeRose stated, “I liked how seamless-
ly he transitioned between characters 
and how relatable they are.” DeRose 
explained how he could not choose 
what stood out for him because most 
of the show was great.

 Morello made an impact on 
Harvey students. It was great to have 
a speaker like Morello come, and we 
hope to have more presentations like 
this in the future.

John Morello delivering his show at a high school. 
Photo courtesy of The News-Times.

Morello’s Masterpiece
By Harrison Fontaine

Graphic Design by  
Victor Mizzaro and Sean Puente.  

Photo courtesy of Morgan Chapman. 
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A Wounded Cougar Hurts the Most:  
The Suicide of Tyler Hilinski 1997-2018

By Jacob Reid
 On Sept. 23, 2017, Tyler 
Hilinski was a campus football star at 
Washington State University. After he 
came off the bench after incumbent 
starting quarterback Luke Falk went 
down with an arm injury, Hilinski 
stepped in to throw for more than 250 
yards and three touchdowns. At that 
moment, he was tapped as the 2018 
starter for the Cougars, an opportunity 
he tragically will never receive. 

 The 21-year-old Hilinski got 
his biggest opportunity to play against 
Michigan State in the Holiday Bowl. 
Hilinski had a good showing, throwing 
over 70 percent completion rate with 
272 yards and two touchdowns to one 
interception. Unfortunately, the Cou-
gars fell 42-17 to Michigan State. He 
finished his career with 1440 yards and 
nine touchdowns to eight interceptions 
in five full games. 

 According to ESPN, new 
UCLA head coach Chip Kelly said that 
Hilinski was known around the Pac-12 
(Pacific Association Conference) as 
a strong-armed quarterback who had 
average accuracy and could extended 
plays with the best of them, and he 
truly had a bright future as a quarter-
back in the Pac-12 conference and 
possibly the NFL. 

 Tragically, everything 
changed the night of Jan. 16, 2018. 
Hilinski was found dead in his apart-

ment with a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound to his chest. According to the 
Seattle Times, his coaches and team-
mates did not suspect that Hilinski had 
any problems that could lead to suicide. 
According to ABC, head coach Mike 
Leach stated, “Everyone has some dark 
space that they work through, I’m sure, 
but no one really saw anything like 
that. He didn’t have signs of depres-
sion. He didn’t have periods where he 
was moping around or anything like 
that. He was honestly a very steady 
guy. Kind of guy who would lift up 
others when they were down.”

 

 According to ABC, Hilinski 
missed a planned team exit lunch. That 
night, he was seen dropping off a team-
mate at class at 8:45 p.m. Then at 4 a.m 
that morning in his apartment, there 
was a gunshot, and neighbors called 
the police. Hilinski was found by 
teammates who broke in his apartment 
because Hilinski would not come to the 
door. 

 He was dead on the floor with 
a single gunshot wound to the chest at 
point-blank range. The gun used was a 

rifle that Hilinski had borrowed while 
on a hunting trip with an anonymous 
former teammate. On Jan. 25, The 
Washington Police decided they will 
not release Hilinski’s suicide note.

 According to The Los Ange-
les Times, the Hilinski family stated 
that even after the numerous reports 
from multiple sources saying Hilinski 
was suffering through major depres-
sion, the suicide still confuses them. 
On Jan. 27, 2018, the family said, “On 
the surface, it didn’t make any sense. 
These stories never make any sense.” 

 Incumbent starting QB Luke 
Fulk said that Hilinski was a very well-
liked player, not only on the team, but 
also in and around campus. He says 
Hilinski was the kind of player who 
had a lot of friends and was loved by 
many people.

 According to ESPN, former 
Washington State quarterback and 
current NFL draft prospect Luke Falk 
decided to wear Hilinski’s number, 
No. 3, for the Senior Bowl week on 
the week of Jan. 25 and the rest of 
Falk’s NFL career. Faulk left the Senior 
Bowl at halftime of the game to attend 
Hilinski’s funeral. Washington State 
will also place the No. 3 on the back of 
every helmet for all male sports teams 
in their 2018 seasons. 

Washington State redshirt sophomore QB Tyler Hilinski. 
Photo courtesy of Google Images. 
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 Oklahoma University basket-
ball star Trae Young could very well 
be a top-five pick in the NBA draft 
and the first point guard taken off the 
board. According to Sports Reference, 
through his first 20 games, the Okla-
homa Sooner is averaging 30 points 
per game while piling up 10 assists per 
contest. 
 
 On Dec. 19, Young, in a game 
against Northwestern State, passed 
out 22 assists, tying the NCAA record 
previously held in 1989 (according to 
CBS). On Jan. 20, Young put up 48 
points against Oklahoma State, his 
career high at the time.
 
 Young has also managed 
to beat rival and king of the Big 12, 
Kansas University, a team that has one 
the Big 12 for 12 straight years and 
dominated the league throughout. 

 Young’s skill runs in the fam-
ily. His father Rayford was a college 
player at Texas Tech and eventually 
played in Europe. He has also grown 
up to play in NBA superstar’s camps 
such as Kobe Bryant’s and Lebron 
James’s as a young child. 

 According to CBS Sports, 
Lebron James went on record saying, 
“I’ve probably seen Trae Young play 

before you’ve seen him play. I’ve seen 
Trae (Young) play ball since he was in 
eighth grade. He’s been a part of my 
camp the last few years before he went 
off to Oklahoma, so I know what he’s 
all about, and what he’s doing now is 
very special. Very special player. Can 
add a lot to any team if he decides to 
come out and come into the draft.”

 According to The Unde-
feated, since the 1983-84 season, the 
first year individual assists were tallied, 
only six players have averaged at least 
10 assists a game. Of those six players, 
three averaged only 10 points a game, 
with the highest only averaging 12, 18 
points fewer than Trae Young. 

 As a McDonald’s All-Amer-
ican, Young was a five-star recruit 
coming out of high school, ranking as 
the 23rd best prospect in the country 
coming out of that class. His final 
school choices ended up being Kansas, 
Kentucky, and Oklahoma, but Young 
decided to stay home and play for his 
local team in Norman.

 On multiple mock drafts, 
many have Young going as high as 
three and as low as eight, making him 
almost a lock for the NBA draft lottery. 
According to ESPN’s Jonathan Givony, 
an NBA mock draft analyst, Young is 

projected to be 
selected seventh 
overall by the 
Philadelphia 
76ers. 

 If there 
was one knock 
on the skill set 
of Trae Young, 
it would be the 
turnover scare. 
On Jan. 16 in a 
matchup in Man-
hattan, Kansas 
against Big 12 
for Kansas State, 
Young committed 
12 turnovers, which, 
according to ESPN, is 
the most by a major 
conference college player in one game 
since 1999.

 Many insiders and analysts 
have deemed this draft class coming 
up to be the best in years with possible 
future stars in Marvin Bagley, Deandre 
Ayton, Luka Doncic, Michael Porter, 
Mohamed Bamba, Collin Sexton, and 
Trae Young. 

 Young has had many com-
parisons to other NBA greats, but pos-
sibly the most popular one is the one to 

two-time MVP and two-time champion 
Stephen Curry. Many compare him to 
Curry for his almost limitless range and 
ability to handle a basketball. 

 Interestingly, Young has or-
nithophobia, an irrational fear of birds. 
According to CBS Sports, Oklahoma 
Sooners junior forward Jamuni Mc-
Neace said, “Yeah, and when we went 
over to the rainforest, the little parrots 
were flying past us. He was freaking 
out.” McNeace later went on to state 
that Young even ran away from the 
them. 

Meet Trae Young, Possibly the 
Next NBA Great

By Will Shelden

Trae Young dribbling the ball down the court in a win against 
TCU. Photo courtesy of USA Today.
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 On Dec.8, 2017, Warner 
Bros. Pictures released “The Disaster 
Artist,” a mockumentary surrounding 
“The Room,”a 2003 cult classic that 
was titled by production member and 
supporting actor Greg Sestero as “The 
Greatest Bad Movie Ever Made.”

 Written by Scott Neustadter 
and Michael H. Weber and directed by 
James Franco, “The Disaster Artist” 
perfectly captures the creative process 
behind the making of “The Room.”

 “The Room” is an awful at-
tempt at a drama. Filled with incon-
sistencies, continuity flaws, and poor 
acting, it has often been called, first by 
Ross Morin, “The ‘Citizen Kane’ of 
bad movies.”

 Franco also stars in the film 
as Tommy Wiseau, the writer, director, 
and lead actor of “The Room.” Wiseau 
is one of the most mysterious men 
in all of cinematic history. His age, 
country of origin, and private life are 
all unknown. The most peculiar thing 
about Wiseau is that “The Room” had 
a budget of $6 million, yet Sestero 
claims he had no idea how Wiseau got 
the money.

 Franco does an incredible job 
playing Wiseau, accurately capturing 
his insanity. Franco confuses the audi-
ence while intriguing them at the same 
time. He also does spot on impressions 
of Wiseau’s most memorable lines, 
“Oh hai Mark,” “Hi Doggy,” and most 
notably, “You are tearing me apart, 
Lisa!”

 These lines, along with the 
absurdity of Wiseau as a character, 
give “The Disaster Artist” a healthy 
dose of humor to contrast with the 
dramatic, dark aspects of the plot. 

 Franco makes the viewer 
cringe with his ill thought-out ac-
tions. In one scene, Sestero, his best 
friend and partner, gets offered a role 
in “Malcolm in the Middle” due to 
his lumberjack-like beard, but Wiseau 
makes him shave it before Sestero can 
start filming, leaving Sestero without 
the cameo and causing his girlfriend to 
break up with him. 

 In another scene, Wiseau 
shows up to the set of “The Room” 
hours late and arrives to his cast and 
crew baking in 100-degree weather. 
Wiseau then refuses to pay for air con-
ditioning or water for the cast to drink.

 Wiseau is almost unlikeable 
as a character. With his childlike ways 
of handling criticism, his terrible acting 
skills, and his inability to understand 
social cues, he is more set up to be the 
movie’s villain, rather than its hero. 
Franco makes it work. He turns Wiseau 
from an unlikeable face to a comedic 
tragic hero. 

 For his cringeworthy, yet 
remarkable capturing Wiseau, Franco 
won the award for Best Actor at the 
75th annual Golden Globes. Erik 
Childless of “The Playlist” said that 
Franco’s performance was, “At his best 
since his Oscar-nominated turn in ‘127 

Hours’.” The film as a whole was also 
nominated for Best Picture but lost to 
Greta Gerwig’s “Lady Bird.” 

 Dave Franco, James’s 
younger brother, co-stars in the movie 
as Sestero. While the younger Fran-
co’s performance was certainly less 
memorable, Dave does a great job of 
capturing the saner side of the Wiseau/
Sestero duo. 

 Sestero works with Wiseau 
on the movie and stars alongside him 
in “The Room.” He is side by side 
with the psychotic mystery man for 
the entirety of the process, and you can 
clearly see Franco portray Sestero as 
breaking down over the course of the 
film. 

 Critically speaking, “The 
Disaster Artist” is a success. Rolling 
Stone gives the film 3.5 out of 4 stars, 
and it currently holds a 91 percent on 
Rotten Tomatoes’s Tomatometer. Justin 
Chang of The Los Angeles Times calls 
the movie, “a celebration of failure, 
and of what happens when failure 
becomes a kind of success.”

 The main criticism of “The 
Disaster Artist” is that audience mem-
bers who weren’t as familiar with “The 
Room” would be unable to understand 
the obscurity of the muse’s screenplay. 

 Personally, I would give the 
film a 4 out of 5. While it was my fa-
vorite film of 2017, I agree with critics 
that some viewers may be uninformed 
about the cult fan base and popularity 
of “The Room.”

 But even those who have 
never heard of “The Room” should be 
a fan of “The Disaster Artist” due to 
the film’s incredible acting, hilarious 
moments, and drama-filled storyline. 

“The Disaster Artist”  
Provides a Fresh Take on the Best Bad 

Movie of All Time 
A Movie Review  
by Ben Kabakow

“The Disaster Artist” movie poster. 
Photo courtesy of IMDb.com

 “HQ Trivia” is a live mo-
bile game show app that offers par-
ticipants the opportunity to win real 
money. The game goes live every 
day at 3 p.m. and 9 p.m. The object 
of the game is quite simple: players 
are given 10 seconds to answer each 
multiple-choice trivia question, and 
if you answer 12 consecutive ques-
tions correctly, you can win a mon-
etary prize, typically in the $1,500 to 
$2,000 range, but occasionally up to 
$12,000 to $20,000 per game. The 
pot is split among all the winners 
at the end of the final round. The 
largest amount of money won by a 
single person in a single game was 
$6,000. The game show lasts for 15 
minutes, and the questions become 
increasingly more difficult with each 
round. 

 The host sometimes 
changes, but the main host is Scott 
Rogowsky. Fans now call him 
Quiz Daddy, the face of HQ.  Scott 
Rogowsky was struggling as a 
standup comedian for the past 12 
years in New York City before be-
coming the host of HQ.  According 
to the Huffington Post, one of the 
things he was known for as a come-
dian was reading fake books with 
inappropriate titles on the subway 
and posting videos of people react-
ing to the titles. 

 On HQ, Rogowsky 
weaves comedy into his presenta-
tion and creates a lot of what seem 
to be spontaneous plays on words. 
Sometimes he even makes up 
words. He typically spends about 
five minutes doing what one could 
call a monologue each show before 
starting the questions. When he is 
about to unveil the first question, he 
always says:  “Let’s get down to the 
nitty gritty. Let’s get this show on 
the road.”

 Despite the fact that HQ 
is really an individual competi-
tion against “the masses,” people 
frequently log on to play the game 
together in the same room. Many 
players also comment before and 
during the game in the app’s side 
chat. Even after players miss a 
question and go out, it is tempting to 
stay on to see if you can answer the 
harder questions. The game has an 
almost addicting quality to it.

 According to Sami Main 
of Adweek.com, “The app was 
founded by the creators of Vine and 

gained popularity when host Scott 
Rogowsky was profiled by The 
Daily Beast.” Main went on by say-
ing, “HQ Trivia launched just a few 
short months ago, but it’s already 
gained a daily audience of at least 
600,000 viewers.” 

 More recent data suggests 
there are now at least 1 million daily 
viewers, so the app continues to 
grow. This app has the potential to 
change the way we look at all game 
shows. The game actually gives out 
real money to the winners of each 
game. Once a player has over $20 in 
winnings, they can withdraw it via 
PayPal. What’s even better is that 
you can play while in the comfort of 
your home.

 Clearly the game is target-
ing Millenials and the younger 
“wired” generation who grew up 
with smartphones, but its appeal is 
broader than that. Even though it 
may seem like HQ Trivia is focused 
toward the younger generation, it 
has actually made its way to all ages 
of people. “You don’t have to try out 
to play on the game show; anyone 
can play via smartphone” said 
Dana Mutkoski. It’s not just about 
the game either. “I like to see how 
long I can tolerate Rogowsky. I also 
wonder if he wears the same suit ev-
ery day,” said Mark Mutkoski.  No 
doubt word of the game will con-
tinue to spread, and it will continue 
to grow in popularity among many 
different age groups.

 Although Scott Rogowsky 
may be the face of HQ Trivia, some 
players think the game needs a new 
host. “The host Scott Rogowski 
takes too long to start and is very an-
noying,” said Harvey freshman Ben 
Howard.

 With the growth of its au-
dience to around 1 million per day, 
HQ could become a force in mobile 
media. At some point, the company 
will probably start showing adver-
tisements or even doing targeted ads. 
Another possibility is sponsorships.  
Relative to traditional televised 
game shows, HQ’s production costs 
are very low, as are the costs of the 
prizes. It is too early to tell, but HQ 
does have the potential to change 
the game show industry given these 
attributes. No doubt there will be 
some knockoffs coming soon.

Trivia Madness
A Review by Matthew Mutkoski

HQ Trivia Start Up Screen. Photo courtesy of Google Images.
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Ugly Update Slams Snapchat Users
A Review by Will Shelden

 In February 2018, 
Snapchat released an update 
to all users of their product, 
completely redesigning the 
layout of the app. They have 
mixed social media with 
personal communication, 
having both your friends’ 
story and your personal chat 
on the left menu. As for the 
right menu, Snapchat has 
completely dedicated that 
to the discover menu. The 
discover menu ranges from 
breaking news to celebrity 
stories and much more. 
They have also added new 
fonts to pictures as well as filters for 
taking pictures. 
 
 According to CNBC, the 
recent worldwide update has certainly 
caused a stir in the social media world 
as a petition to scrap the update has 
hit 1 million people. Many believed 
that the old way of having Snapchat 
stories on the left and your personal/
friend chats on the right was well-or-
ganized and maximized the Snapchat 
experience. 

 While toying with the app 
and experiencing over a week with 
the update, the new Snapchat cer-
tainly shouldn’t have been drastically 
updated like it was. I didn’t always 
want to view stories or vice versa, and 
now it is a lot harder to avoid those 
options, as they are  together in one 
menu. 

 Snapchat certainly had it 
right for years by having the friend 
chat space on the left and the story on 
the right.They also merged the story 
page with the discover section, which 
made sense because both pertain to 
the outside world. Another minor 
change they have made is that to 
represent the person in the chat space, 
next to their name is their Bitmoji. 

 I sat down with fellow 
Harvey students Aidan Cammisa 
and Kayden Humphrey on the latest 
social media frenzy, and they were 
also none too pleased with the latest 
update. Cammisa stated, “It is hard to 
use. There are new features that are 
unsecured and shouldn’t be there.” 
Humphrey said, “It’s not a good up-
date. Things were simple before, and 
now it’s much more complex, putting 
almost everything on one side.”

 In an interview at the 
Goldman Sachs Internet & Technol-
ogy Conference, one of the founders 
of Snapchat, Evan Spiegel, stated, 
“It’ll take time for people to adjust, 
but for me, using it for a couple of 
months, I feel way more attached to 

the service.” This is a message to the 
world that the update is here to stay. 
Spiegel is confident in his product and 
believes that, just like all the other 
changes Snapchat has made through 
the years, this one will stick. 

 Snapchat certainly has made 
strides over the years. Originally 
being founded in 2011 by a group of 
Stanford graduate students, including 
Spiegel, Snapchat used to originally 
consist of taking pictures and sending 
them to friends, but the app grew 
extremely fast. They later introduced 
the story idea, allowing people to 
publicly post videos or pictures of 
their lives for only a lasting time of 
24 hours. 

 Many other new ideas and 
additions have been added to the app 
over that time like Snap Map in 2017. 
Snap Map lets you share your current 
location, which appears to friends on 
a map and updates when you open 
the application. It is almost hard to 
account for all the changes Snapchat 
has added through the years, but it 
certainly has revolutionized the social 
media world.

 For example, in August 
2016 Instagram added the Instagram 
Story, almost the exact same as Snap-
chat, also having a maximum time 
limit of 24 hours per post. Not only 
has Instagram added the story feature, 
but they also added the original Snap-
chat idea of taking selfies and then 
sending them to friends for a finite 
amount of seconds. 

 As a user of Snapchat since 
the day it began, I will always be a 
fan. I have enjoyed the additions of 
all the cool new features, such as the 
stories, Snap Map, etc. Although, the 
new update certainly has frustrated 
me and surely others more. Snapchat 
used to be very simplistic and easy 
to use. You could talk to your friends 
quickly, send them selfies, look at 
others stories, but now they have 
managed to make it more difficult.

     The Redesigned Ranger
A Review by Harrison Fontaine

 After a short hiatus, 
Ford has announced that it 
is bringing back its midsize 
pickup truck, the Ranger. 
Ford revealed the 2019 Ford 
Ranger at the North American 
International Auto Show in 
Detroit, Michigan. 

 According to Tampa 
Bay Times, “The cheap but 
dependable Ranger was the 
best-selling truck of its size. 
But gas prices were high, de-
mand was dwindling and the 
struggling company wanted 
to devote more resources to 
hybrids and to improving 
fuel economy in its full-size F-150 
pickup.”

 Tampa Bay Times also 
stated that Ford is still selling the 
Ranger abroad; it is the best-selling 
pickup truck in Europe.

 IHS Markit, a consulting 
company, reported that 448,000 mid-
size pickup trucks were sold in the 
United States in 2016. They expect 
the number to rise to 470,000 in 2019. 
Ford realized that there was still de-
mand in the United States for midsize 
pickup trucks. 

 While Ford stopped their 
production of these small trucks, 
many other automakers, such as Toy-
ota, Chevrolet, and General Motors, 
continued to produce their midsize 
pickup trucks.

 ABC News reported, “As 
buyers add more features to full-size 
trucks, the average price of an F-
Series pickup has crept past $45,000.” 
ABC News also stated that Ford will 
market the truck toward urban adven-
turers.

 According to Motor Trend, 
“It will feature the terrain manage-
ment system in the Raptor with four 
drive modes for Normal, Grass/
Gravel/Snow, Mud/Ruts, and Sand. 
Trail Control is a new feature to Ford, 
making its debut on the Ranger.”

 They continued, “It sets 
a low vehicle speed, replacing hill 
control and operating like an off-road 
cruise control that can be set to 1 
mph for rock crawling. It can be used 
on any transfer setting and set with 
steering wheel controls or by braking 
to the desired speed, and it will set 
there.”

 The Detroit News reported 
that the truck will be available in sev-
eral different trim levels. Additionally, 
the truck will have a four-door con-

figuration. The Ford Ranger comes 
with a 2.3-liter EcoBoost engine and 
an automatic transmission.

 Production on the new truck 
will begin in 2018, and the Ford 
Ranger will be up for sale in 2019, 
according to The Los Angeles Times. 
Motor Trend reported that it will not 
have a aluminum body, like the Ford 
F-150, but instead will have a steel 
body.

 The truck will be perfect 
for consumers who want to drive a 
pickup truck but do not want a large 
truck, such as the Ford F-150. The 
Ranger will also be excellent for 
people who previously drove a Ford 
Ranger. The Ford Ranger will be a 
great choice for those interested in the 
Ford Raptor but do not like the size of 
the Raptor.

 This truck has several 
similarities to the older Ranger but 
consists of the latest driver assistance 
technology. The 2019 Ranger’s inte-
rior is simple and organized but also 
contains this new technology.

 Additionally, I enjoy the 
colors of the Ford Raptor. While they 
are not gaudy, the colors still stand 
out from those of different trucks and 
cars.

 The way that Ford is adver-
tising the Ranger will also boost its 
sales. Furthermore, the price of the 
truck will stand out to prospective 
buyers. The redesigned look will also 
appeal to consumers.

 The new Ranger also fea-
tures more room compared to the old 
Ford Ranger. However, the overall 
size of the Ranger is not very large.

 With various features, the 
2019 Ford Ranger will put a new 
spin on the old Ford Ranger. The new 
truck may be a top seller within the 
United States.

The 2019 Ford Ranger speeds through the snow. 
Photo courtesy of Ford.
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 However, no one could blame 
Mallon for being overcome with emo-
tion. She said, “Seeing all the people 
who supported me since freshman year 
so excited and proud just made me 
emotional. I couldn’t believe I actually 
did it.”

 Mallon described her emo-
tions during the mini-ceremony as, “a 
mix of happiness and relief. Happy be-
cause I was so proud of myself. Relief, 
because I won’t constantly be thinking 

about it every game.”

 Coach Binns also felt relief 
for Mallon, mostly because of how 
hard she had worked for this accom-
plishment. “There was so much pres-
sure on her. Now we can purely think 
about ending the season on a high 
note,” said coach Binns.

 The 5’2” Mallon has definite-
ly battled tough opponents, specifically 
her physical limitations. She never 

gave up though, believing in “heart 
over height,” and the thought that hard 
work pays off. 

 With the basketball season 
now at an end, Mallon will be one of 
the senior leaders on the girl’s lacrosse 
team, where she may be joining an ex-
clusive club of 100 goals, accompany-
ing teammates Sadie Albert and Sophia 
Scarsella. 

 

 After lacrosse, Julia will be 
taking her talents to Emerson College 
in Boston, Massachusetts, where she 
will be playing both basketball and 
lacrosse and studying to become a 
journalist. 
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